642             APPLICATION OF DYES TO VARIOUS MATERIALS
ficial flowers must be bright and clear in tone and hence only the bright-
est acid dyes are suitable for the purpose. The following acid dyes are
those mostly employed:
Acid Green 2G                                            Metanil Yellow
Acid Violet 4B                                           Naphthol Green B
Acid Yellow AT                                         Naphthol Yellow S
Alkali Blue                                                New Patent Blue
Brilliant Milling Green B                           Orange ENZ
Brilliant Croceine                                       Rosazeine
Eosin                                                         Rose Bengale
Erythrosine                                                Tartrazine
FormyL Violet S4B                                     Water Blue
Indian Yellow
and the following substantive dyes:
Benzo Past Black                                     Benzopurpurin 4B
Benzo Green G                                        Pluto Black BS
Benzo Sky Blue
The required dyestuff is dissolved in warm water and then diluted with
an equal volume of alcohol. It is also recommended to add some acetic
acid or alum (4 ozs. per 10 gallons of solution).
Varied colored effects may be produced by dipping first in a solution to
produce a light shade and then dipping again in a solution of another color.
Very effective results are also obtained by using the air-brush (aerograph)
with an alcoholic solution of the dyestuff, as in this manner the color may
be sprayed wherever desired and delicate shading and blends may be
obtained; also pattern effects may be produced with the aid of stencils
and the air-brush. In some cases it is necessary to use insoluble color-
lakes and these are applied in a medium of starch paste.
Natural flowers are sometimes colored artificially, the freshly cut flowers
with the stem being used. The acid colors are mostly used in the form of a
very dilute solution in pure soft water (distilled water is best), the flowers
being simply dipped in these solutions and the color is absorbed through
the plant tissues by capillary action. By using white or light-colored
flowers and by properly selecting the dyestuffs peculiar and odd effects
may often be produced in this manner. The dyes chiefly recommended
for this purpose are
Acid Magenta                                             Fast Acid Yellow
Cyanole                                                      Orange II
Acid Green                                                 Acid Violet
Natural leaves and grasses and palm fronds are also dyed for the pro-
duction of the so-called " everlasting " plants, largely used for decorative
purposes and for funeral wreaths. These are mostly dyed with basic